CHAPTER XIII
ADULT EDUCATION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Adult education, in the modern meaning of the term, did not
exist before the closing years of the 18th century, and it was not
until the industrial changes had made considerable progress that
serious attempts were made to grapple with the problems of adult
education.
The history of adult education falls into two well-marked
periods, with the year 1850 as a convenient dividing point between
them. Before that date, adult education was promoted solely by
voluntary agencies. Three main factors influenced the line of
development of adult education during this period. It began with
what may be called a religious-philanthropic inspiration; it was
greatly influenced in the early years of the 19th century by the
growth of interest in physical science; and, finally, its course was
shaped by the social and political agitation which later found
expression in Chartism. After 1850, changing social and economic
conditions altered the whole outlook. Revolutionary agitation had
ceased by 1848 and the country entered upon a period of rising
wages and falling prices. Moreover, by this time two new agencies
had entered the field of adult education. The universities were
showing an interest in the movement, and the State was concerning
itself with the provision of primary education and was later to take
into account the sphere of further education. In the earlier period,
the majority of adults had been untouched by primary education
and the adult agencies had to make good that deficiency. As more
schools were opened for the children, the education of adults tended
to become an extension of primary education.
The religious-philanthropic movement was responsible for the
first attempts to teach adults. Before the adult-schools were
established there were three interesting but isolated experiments.
The earliest is that mentioned in the Minutes of the S.P.C.K. for
8th March 1700, and concerns two individuals, John Pierson and
John Reynolds. The former, as well as teaching children to read,
"twice in the week meets another Company of adult persons (about
453